TO 


PRESBITERIAN MIN 


"Bn. 


ISTERS, 


Who own themſelves to be MINIS TERS of Chrift's GOSPEL! and ſay they 
Suffer Perſecution for his Names ſake,to Read and Conſider in this day, in which 


they may fee themſelves wich the Light within, and alſo meaſure themſelyes 
with their own Rule the Scriptures, x Cor. 9 14, 16. For neceſſity ts laid upon me , 
yea , woe ts me if I Preach not the Goſpel. 


FRIENDS, 

WT is in my Heart, and that in pxre Love to your Souls, 

and to all theirs that have long heard you, to ack you a 

few plain honeſt Queſttons , concerning your Miniſterial 
Ojnice. 

Firſt, Whether your Miziſtry hath been received of 
Man, and by Man upheld, or from God and his pure un- 
limitted Spirit, and by him upheld 2 If you fay of God, 
arid the Goſpel ye have Preached all this while be not of 
Man,nor in man's Will and Time received ; then I query, 
Whether ye ought not to obey God rather than Man, and 
follow his unlimitted Spirit in Preaching the Goſpel of 
him received, rather than to leave Preaching as ye do, 
when cammanded by the Powers of the Earth, 


Again, 1f your Commiſſion were received of Godor 
Chriſt, as the true Prophets and Miniſters was of Old ; 
'then, Whether the ſame mind would not be in you as was 
in Chriſt Jeſus, and his true Miniſters and Prophets ; who 
when being beaten, and after that ſtraitly Chargedand 
Commanded to Preach no more in the Name of Jeſus, Aft. 4, 
& Afts 5, weut (traight-way and ſpake boldly in the ſame 
Name, even all the Words of that Life * And now, whether 
all that do obſerve your fearful and unbelieving Hearts, in 
being obedient to thoſe Commands and Precepts or men, 
even thoſe Commands which you your ſelves ſay are Un- 
juſt, and do oppoſe the Work of the Goſpel of Chriſt , 
have not juſt cauſe to believe that ye have not received 
your Power from on High, nor been with Jeſus as they 
had before mentioned 3 whoſe Boldneſs in the Lord be- 
came the confidence of the Brethren, which had believed 
rheir report, who had no Arm of Fleſh to truſt in ( but 
only the Name and Arm of the Lord) as ye have ſome- 
times had, when in your Zeal which was not good, ye 
cauſed the Innocent Lambs and true Miniſters of Chrilt, 
to be ſhut ap in Priſons until Death? This I charge not up- 
on all but upon ſome, yet ler all conſider the Righteoul- 
neſs of the Lord, who rendereth untc- 2very man accord- 
ing to his Deeds ? 


And now even all that fear God in any meaſure, are 
ready almoſt to queſtion the truth of your Miniſtry it felt, 
ſeeing your Practiſes are ſo contrary to the true Miniſters, 
and alſo to the Scriptures which ye ſay is your Rule ; read 
it and ſee your ſelves, and meaſure your ſelves therewith, 
As 4.17, 18, 20.to the end, allo As 5.25.tothe 41, 
And ſeeing almoſt all have turned from their own Faith 
and Principle, for fear of Man that muſt die, or for love 
of ſomething that muſt periſh or come to nought ; and 
this doth ſtagger many to ſee ſuch tall Cedars as you, now 
fallen ſo low, even you that ſeemed to be Pillars in the 
Church, to bear ſo ſmall a Teſtimony in a day wherein Ini- 
quity doth ſo abound 3 many fay you ought not to put 


your Candle under a Buſhel , if lighted by the Lord ; 
and if that which ye have preached all this while, had been 
ſeen and learned of Him, ye could not but ſpeak it forth 
now 5 and alſo, that if for well doing they ſhould put 
you into Priſon, it would bea Witneſs againſt them, and a 
Teſtimony in their Hearts that you have wrought for God, 
and not for your ſelves all this while ; and then would you 
be no wayes guilty of ſilencing your ſelves, as now they 
judge you are ; and then you would make it manifeſt that 
ye live of the Goſpel and its Maintenance, as the true 
Prophets and Miniſters of Chriſt did when all carnal Props 
and Helps were taken away. | 


Again I ask you, Whether it be the W ay, or ever was 
of the true Miniſters and Keepers of Chriſt's Flock, when 
they ſee the Woolt come to devour the ſheep and tear the 
Lambs, then to go into a corner and be filent there as ye 
are, for fearof him? Or, whether this be not rather the 
Way of the true Shepherds and Miniſters of Chriſt, to lay 
down their Lives for the Sheep,not with carnal Weapons, 
as too many have done of late 5 but in appearing moſt 
eminently torthem with the Spiritual Weapons and Sword 
that proceedeth out of the Lamb's Mouth, when eminent 
Danger doth neareſt approach them? and whether Chriſts 
Words, John 10, to the 14. be not fulfilled by you, He 
that cometh not in by the Door, #5 a Thief anda Robber, and 
careth not for the Sheep? | 


Again, Whether this be not a good and ſuitable day. 
for you to ſearch and try your ſelves in, and alſo the Mi- 
niſtry , ot which , thouſands with you have taken part ? 


| Whether ye were ſent out in your own Time, or 1n the 


Times and Wills of ſome other Men like your ſelves, or 
in the Time and Will of God, which is contrary to 
Man's Will and Time ? andif ye fay in thetime and will 
of God , then how is it that your time to Preach and to be 
filent alſo, is in man's time and will, as your actions make 
manifeſt to be 7 


And laſtly, If your Time be inthe Father's hand, as 
the true Miniſters was, and your Speaking as the unlimit- 
ted Spirit gives you utterance, as theirs was, Atts 2. & 4. 
Then whether the Spirit of the Father in any, whom he 
ſends to miniſter it , was ever ſubje&t to the Worlds 
Spirit in any of its Precepts and Commands , contrary 
unto good Conſcience, though in high Places and Prin- | 
cipallities of this World, yea or nay ? 


Staffordſhire, the 21ft, 
day of the 7th. 


Flumphry Woolrich, 
Month, 1662, 
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